Copyright ©2008 by the President and Fellows
of Harvard College

All rights reserved

Printed in the United States of America

A Caravan book. For more information, visit www.caravanbooks.org

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Lang, James M.
On course : a week-by-week guide to your first semester of
college teaching / James M. Lang.
p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-674-02806-7 (alk. paper)
1. College teaching—Handbooks, manuals, etc.
2. First year teachers—Handbooks, manuals, etc.
I. Title.

LB2331.L245 2008
378.1"2—dc22

2007043155

Designed by Gwen Nefsky Frankfeldt

iy MM M MM MR S DOM MM RN R SRR WGE MGn S MR WIX DR W mne Gee e

Contents

Acknowledgments vii

Preface ix

BEFORE THE BEGINNING: The Syllabus 1

WEEK 1 First Days of Class 21

WEEK 2 Teaching with Technology 43

WEEK 3 In the Classroom: Lectures 63

WEEK 4 In the Classroom: Discussions 85

WEEK 5§ In the Classroom: Teaching with Small Groups 104
WEEK 6  Assignments and Grading 127

WEEK 7 Students as Learners 153

WEEK 8  Students as People 178

WEEK 9 Academic Honesty 196

WEeEk 10 Finding a Balance Outside the Classroom 214
WEEK 11 Re-Energizing the Classroom 232

WEEK 12 Common Problems 251

WEEK 13 Student Ratings and Evaluations 265

WEEK 14 Last Days of Class 283

WEEK 15 Teachers as People 293

AFTER THE END: Top Ten Resources 300

APPENDIX A: A Sample Syllabus 305
APPENDIX B: Student Participation Evaluation Form 313

Index 317



